DISARMAMENT                                      87
; implications, permanent peace can be obtained. This is
clearly impossible without the great powers of the earth
renouncing their imperialistic designs. This again seems
impossible without these great nations ceasing to believe
in soul-destroying competition and to desire to multiply
wants and therefore increase their material possessions.
It is my conviction that the root of the evil is want of a
living faith in a living God. It is a first-class human
tragedy that peoples of the earth who claim to believe in
the message of Jesus whom they describe as the Prince
of Peace show little of that belief in actual practice. It is
painful to see sincere Christian 'divines limiting (the scope
j3f Jesus's message to select individuals.   I have  been
taught from my childhood, and I have tested the truth by
experience, that primary virtues of mankind are possible
of cultivation by the meanest of the human species. It is
this undoubted universal possibility that distinguishes the
human from the rest of God's creation. If even one great
nation were unconditionally to perform the supreme act
of renunciation, many of us would see in our lifetime
visible peace established on earth.
. Harijan, 16-5-'36
It is open to the great powers to take up non-violence
any day and cover themselves with glory and earn the
etternal gratitude of posterity. If they or any of them can
shed the fear of destruction, if they disarm themselves,
they will automatically help the rest to regain their sanity.
But then these great powers have to give up imperialistic
ambitions and exploitation of the so-called uncivilized or
semi-civilized nations of the earth and revise their mode
of life. It means a complete revolution. Great nations
can hardly be expected in the ordinary course to move
spontaneously in a direction the reverse of the one they
have followed and, according to their notion of value,